ADVANCES FROM THE CONSOLIDATED FUND (IRELAND), 



FURTKRR RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The Hon.e of Common., 
dated 5 February 1850 /or, 

COPY of the Correspondence which has taken place between the Commis- 
sioners of Poor Laws in Ireland and the Newcastle Board of Guardians, 
with reference to certain Contracts, and to the Financial State of the 
Union:” 

STATEMENT of the Financial Condition of the County of Ximericilaid 
before tie Lord Lieutenant of Ireland by the Earl of Clare , on the part of 
the Grand Jurors and Owners of Land in said County 

And, RETURN of all Contracts containing Penal Clauses entered into by 
the Guardians or Viee-guardians of any Union in Ireland 



Poor Law Commission Office, \ 
Dublin, 20 March 1850. J 



W. STANLEY, 

Secretary. 



{Mr. Mouse! L) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

26 March 1850. 
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Copy of the Correspondence which has taken place between the Commis- 
sioners of Poor Laws in Ireland and the Newcastle Board of Guardians, with 
reference to certain Contracts and to the Financial State of the Union. 



No. J. LETTER from Clerk of the Board of Guardians to the 
Commissioners, 9 November 1849. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith, by order of the Board of Guardians’ 
for the eonsideration of the Commissioners, the accompanying copy of a Report 
ot the state of the Union, and which was unanimously adopted by the Board at 
their meeting on the 6th instant. 



No. 2. REPORT of the Finance Committee, referred to in 
foregoing Letter. 

T h e Committee appointed by the Board to examine and report on the financial 
state of this Union, which has been under the management of Vice-guardians 
since the 8th of March 1848, find the state of its finances to be as follows : 

The Committee make their calculations from the 29th of last September, the 
date of the last audited accounts. 1 * 



The liabilities of the Union on the 29th September were 
The probable expenditure to 25th March 1850, calculated on 
the amount expended in half-year, 25th March 1849 - 
Due for Rate-in- Aid - 

Repayment of Government advances under Temporary Relief 
Act - - - _ _ _ _ 


£. 

11,355 

18,823 

903 

700 


Total Requirements to 25th March 1850 
To meet this, there was, on the 29th September 1849, 
rates outstanding - 

Balance on treasurer’s hands 


- £. 

5,793 i 
338 


31,781 


Total Assets - 
Supposed irrecoverable deducted - 


6,131 | 
3,000 1 




Leaving Net Assets 


- £. 


3,131 


10TAL required to pay existing debts, and to support the poor 
to the 25th March 1850 - - - - . . £ 


28,650 



But 
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E ?e“ U d ri f ° r P °° r reli6f “ tie year ’ from its °™ unassisted £. 
Grand Jury Cess' . I I | . J ‘ «,999 

Repayment of advances under Temporary Relief Act - - io’s05 



Being a Total of 



£. 63,817 



and, for the Raie in-ia *”**’ ** the repayment ° f mmi “ 10 Government 

smlllamnm!? for 1 'T ^ “ * h . eir duty tC> remark - t,lat the s ™ deludes a very 
smaU amount for land compensation under the same Act. J 

It IS due to the Vice-guardians here to state, that when they took charge of the 

SzaifiSiM net “ s ~ d to 9 > 528j - 9*'«M - 

,.^ le ^ 01 ^ m ittee have also to report, that it appears the expenditure £ 
o the Union for the year ending September 1848, amounted to - 32 63G 

And in the year ending September 1849 - 42’o36 

being a difference of charge amounting in the last year to - £. 9,400 



To meet the future requirements of the Union to March 1850, the Vice-miar- 
ciians, on the 19th day of September last, adopted the following scale of rates “viz. 



Abbeyfeale * 


s. d. 
6 - 




Amount produced. 

£. 

1,638 


Ardagh - 


4 - 


_ 


1,081 


Ballingarry - 


3 - 


_ 


1,645 


Castletown 


6 - 


. 


1,836 


Cloncagh 


3 - 


. 


660 


Dromcolloher 


6 - 


_ 


1,183 


Killeedy 


4 3 




1,470 


Kilmeedy 


6 - 




1,317 


Killougholehane - 


6 - 


- 


596 


Mahoonagh - 


3 8 


. 


1,324 


Monegea 


'4 7 


_ 


1,955 


Newcastle 


3 5-- 


_ 


1,298 


Rathronan 


5 8 


- 


625 


Total Rates to be produced 


- - £. 


16,628 



It appears, therefore, that although the requirements of the Union to support 
it to the 25th March 1850, and to pay its debts, amount at present to 28,680 
the Vice-guardians did not think it prudent at present to attempt to levy a higher 
rate than was calculated to produce the 16,628/. 

The heavy amount of taxation we have described is not equally distributed over 
the whole Union ; in some of the electoral divisions the annual expenditure 
exceeds the annual rated value. It can hardly be necessary to call your attention 
to the effects in such districts certain to be produced by the imposition at present 
of any new taxation. 

Former rates have swept away the greater portion of capital which once existed 
here ; what remains is either in the course of being withdrawn or is locked up, 
and panic prevents the access of new. 

Such are the circumstances under which this Board have assembled : without 
money, without credit, with a large debt, they have to face a great and increasing 
expenditure. 

187. a 2 There 
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There can be no hope of averting ruin except by increased employment in 
agriculture, which is the sole business of the district, nor can sufficient rates be 
collected unless the lands of the Union be cultivated ; both these objects must 
be defeated by levying of a new rate on the districts of the Union which are most 
distressed ; while' if that assistance which has been afforded to other Unions less 
severely taxed, out of the Rate-in-Aid, be extended to us, we believe that the 
declaration of the new electoral divisions will at once be followed by energetic 
exertions on the part of every class in the district, and the Union will in future be 
self-supporting. 



No. 71 , 816 / 49 . No. 3. — LETTER from the Commissioners, in Reply, 17 November 1849. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of 
the poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, 
transmitting, by direction of the Board of Guardians of Newcastle Union, 
a copy of a Report of the Committee appointed to examine and report on the 
financial state, of the Union. 

The Commissioners direct me to convey to the Board of Guardians their thanks 
for the copy of the Report of the Committee, which shows that the rate-payers 
of the Union have been called on to pay very large and burthensome rates for 
the relief of the poor during the last two years, and the Commissioners deeply 
regret that a further continuance of severe taxation should be necessary to prevent 
the Union becoming insolvent. 

The Commissioners think the Guardians have taken a prudent course in 
adopting the rates proposed by the late Vice-guardians, and they trust that, by a 
prompt and vigorous collection thereof, and by well-directed endeavours to bring 
the expenditure within the estimate, an improvement of the financial prospects of 
the Union may be ultimately effected. 

In reference to the intended alteration of the electoral divisions, I am to state, 
that the Commissioners have not yet received the recommendations of the 
Boundary Commissioners, but that, so far as the carrying those measures into 
execution may depend upon the Commissioners, they will not fail to give their 
attention to the necessary steps in furtherance of the views expessed by the 
Board of Guardians. 

With reference to the subject of external assistance touched upon at the 
conclusion of the Report of the Committee, the Commissioners are not in a 
position to ehold out to the Guardians a prospect of any means of surmounting 
their financial difficulties, otherwise than by reliance on their own exertions, and 
by means of the funds leviable within the Union. 



No. 74 , 387 / 49 . No. 4.— EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians, of the 20th November 1849. 

Proposed by William Monsell, Esq., m.p., seconded by Wyndham Goold, 
Esq., That on the 16th of May 1849, Mr. Lynch, the Poor Law Inspector, being 
present, the Vice-guardians proposed the following resolution, which was 
transmitted to the Poor Law Commissioners, and was not directly or indirectly 
objected to by them : J 

“ T !* e - Messrs - Bussell having this day presented a tender to the Board for the 
supplying of bread stuffs, and the Guardians having failed to procure them on 
better terms, It is resolved, That the Messrs. Russell’s tender be accepted for 
three months, at the following rates, and subject to the payment of 1 s. on the 
ton for each and every additional week the payment shall be withheld ; and that 
no sum to be received by the contractors are to be placed to the credit of 
deliveries under this tender until the debt due under former contracts shall be 
first liquidated ; and that it shall be optional with the contractors to cease 
■supplying, by giving seven days’ notice to the Vice-guardians ; and that on aocount 
of this contract, an expenditure was incurred of 8,253/. 3 s. That the previous debt 
due to the Messrs. Russell has not been completely liquidated ; and that, therefore 
tms Union is at present, if the above contract be legal, under a penalty to Messrs! 
Russell of more than 40/. per week; in other words, that for a sum of 8,253/. 3 a-.,', 

the 
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the Union is bound to pay at the rate of more than 2,000/. a year That the 
adoption of such a contact by the Vice-guardians, and its sanction by he Poor 
Law Commissioners clearly prove, that in their opinion the resourLs of the 

respectful? rec^elZ C °™« ers * 

relief was not given to this Union which was afforded to Unions inTess^^trous 
circumstances; and whether, as the affairs of this Union were managed by S 

' T’J r mi0t he SUpP ° Sed by the Commissioners to be guilty of 

misconduct there be any yet unexpiated crime which the Commissioners^™ 
determined to visit upon the rate-payers of the Union. nmissioners are 

That a Committee be appointed to communicate with the Messrs. Russell 
with reference to the debt due to them by this Union. 5 

term's^ “ C ° mmittee be powered to off er to the Messrs. Russell the following 

wbycwl°Rn the / 0ndifcb 7 0f tL , eir f01 ’^ 0irl S a11 claims on acco ™t Of penalties 
which this Board are instructed are of doubtful legality, one-half of the rates 
collected be applied to the liquidation of their debt until the whole be paid ; and 

Ind Mi! Goold ’’ ° Mr ' USe11 ’ Mr> Ll ° yd ’ Mr> Dowlin ^ M ^- Citing 



No. 5.— LETTER from the Commissioners, in Reply, 26 November 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in 
Irelaml acknowledge the Resolution of the Guardians of Newcastle Union of the 
n at , m 5 t0 “ntract entered into by the late Vice-guardians with 
Messis. Russell, stating that the adoption of such a contract by the Vice-guardiaus 

UniofxvT™ Aw? 6 Co “ missi 5 ners ’ clearly prove that the resources of the 
Union weie at that time exhausted, and requesting the Commissioners to inform 
Uie Guardians why the same measure of relief was not granted to this Union 
which was afforded to Unions m less disastrous circumstances ; and whether, as the 
affairs of the Union were managed by the Commissioners 5 own officers, there is 
any yet unexpiated crime which the Commissioners are determined to visit upon 
thfc-rate-payers of the Union. 1 

In reply I am to state, that the control which the Commissioners possess over 
the contracts ol Unions is clearly defined in the 92d section of the Irish Poor 
K ~ l ® f ™_' b 7 wbich the y are empowered to make null and void any contract 
which shall not be made and entered into in conformity with the orders of the 
Commissioners, and to give validity by their sanction to contracts not made in 
conformity with such orders. 



As regards the circumstances of the present case, the Commissioners, although 
they gave no sanction to this contract, as the Guardians appear to suppose, are 
not informed in what respect the making of it was at variance with the regulations 
regarding contracts, contained in the 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st and 22d 
articles of the general regulation order, so as to enable the Commissioners to 
render the contract null and void. 

In reference to the conduct of the late Vice-guardians in makin g such a 
contract, the Commissioners are not enabled to require any explanation on the 
subject from those gentlemen, who are not now under any official responsibility ; 
but they do not doubt that when the Vice-guardians submitted to terms so disadr 
vantageous as those proposed to them by the Messrs. Russell, they must have felt 
themselves under the pressure of a paramount necessity to provide food to relieve 
the destitution then existing in the Union at any price ; and the Commissioners 
have no reason to suppose that the Vice-guardians could have procured better 
terms, or that they failed to use every exertion in their power to obtain them. 

The Guardians inquire why it was that, when the resources of the Union were 
so far exhausted as to necessitate the making of so ruinous a contract, external 
aid was not afforded. It is, however, not unknown to many of the Guardians, 
that at the time alluded to, and for some time previously to that date, the 
necessities of the Unions receiving assistance were so great, and of so pressing a 
nature, as to render it impracticable for the Commissioners to extend such 
assistance to Unions in the situation of Newcastle ; neither had any application 
ever been made to them of that nature from that Union. ; 

187* a 3 Since 
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No. 75.576/49- 



No. 44.514/49- 



Since the passing of the Rate-in-Aid Act, the Commissioners have on several 
occasions received representations on behalf of rate-payers in the Newcastle 
Union, setting forth the claims of the Union for assistance from the fund 
established under the provisions of that Act. They find, however, that during the 
entire half-year ended 29th September last, that the rates lodged with the 
treasurer were 16,279/., and the cost of out-door and in-maintenance has been 
16,497 /., and that the net debts which at the end of May were 10,085 
at the 29tli September were 9,880 /., showing a slight decrease at the latter 
period. 

At the present time, the Guardians are commencing the collection of rates, 
which, though not fully adequate to the requirements of each division, will, without 
doubt, place at their disposal funds considerably exceeding the current expenditure 
in the actual relief of the poor. 

It is not under such circumstances that the Commissioners think they could 
with propriety make application to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury for external aid. 

In reply to the observation at the close of the Guardians’ resolution, the 
Commissioners beg to assure the Guardians, that there is not any feeling whatever 
on their part, except that of anxiety to co-operate with the Guardians to the 
fullest extent of their powers, and to assist them in surmounting, if possible, the 
great financial difficulties which have devolved upon the Guardians in resuming 
the management of the Union. 



No. 6. — EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians of the 27th November 1849. 



^ Proposed by William Monsell, Esq., m. p., seconded by William R. Yielding, 

That the Board of Guardians have taken into their consideration the intima- 
tion made to them by the Messrs. Russell, with regard to their contract of the 
16th of May 1849. By this contract, made in presence of the Poor Law 
Inspector, and approved of by the Commissioners, the Vice-guardians have 
subjected the rate-payers of the Union to a payment at the rate of more than 
2,000/. a year for a sum of 8,250 /., or, in other words, have compelled the Union, 
in effect, to borrow this large sum at the rate of more than 25 per cent, per 
annum. 1 



Tliat it appears from a communication received from the law adviser of the 
Messrs. Russell, that they are not prepared to forego their penalties, unless the 
Guardians, in fulfilment of the condition contained in their contract, will appro- 
priate the entire rate now in course of collection, and strike one sufficient in 
amount for the liquidation of Messrs. Russell’s claim, allocating it, according as it 
is got, to its liquidation ; or if a satisfactory guarantee be now given for the 
payment of the demand within a reasonable time, they are prepared to make 
a considerable sacrifice, by reducing the increased price to a sum that would be 
merely equivalent to the ordinary rate of interest on their debt. 

That the Board have it not in their power to offer any other guarantee than 
the one contained m their resolution of the 20th of November, a copy of which 
thev transmit.. rj 



riiat they cannot agree to appropriate the whole of the rate now in collection 
to the liquidation of the debt referred to, as there being only 545 1. 1 s. 2 d. in the 
treasurer s bands, not much more than the necessary expenditure for one week, 
they would, if they were to adopt the course suggested to them, he compelled to 
leare the numerous and increasing numbers now on the Relief Lists to starve 
That they therefore repeat the offer they before made, viz., “ That on the’ con- 
i tl0 n 0f a the Me f rs - li " ss<!l1 foregoing all claims on account of penalties which 
the Board are instructed are of doubtful legality, one-half the rates collected be 
applied to the liquidation of their debt until the whole of it be paid " 

ITiat we subjoin a copy of a letter from the Poor Law Commissioners with 
reference to a tender similar to that made to this Union by the Messrs. Russell. 



“ Gentlemen, 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of 
the poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th instant, 

forwarding 
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forwarding a copy of your tender for supplying Indian meal for out-door relief in 
Casliel Union, and I am to state, that there seems to be nothing in it contrary to 
the regulations of the Commissioners. 

“ By order of the Commissioners, 

“ W. Stanley, Secretary. 

“ To Messrs. J. N. Russell & Sons.” 

That from this it is evident that it is not the Messrs. Russell, but the Poor 
Law Commissioners who are responsible for saddling an already most destitute 
Union with a payment of interest at the rate of more than 25 per cent, on more 
than 8 , 000 1. 



No. 7 . — LETTER from the Commissioners, in Reply, 3 December 1849 . No. 75.576/40. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in 
Ireland have had before them Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians 
of Newcastle Union on the 27tli ultimo, relative to the arrangement proposed by 
the Board of Guardians for liquidating the claim of Messrs. Russell against the 
Union, in which the Guardians advert to a letter addressed to the Messrs. Russell 
by the Commissioners, on the subject of a tender for supplying the Cashel Union 
with meal, as showing that the Commissioners are responsible for the terms of the 
contract made with Messrs. Russell on behalf of the Newcastle Union. 

In reference to this resolution, I am directed by the Commissioners to refer the 
Board of Guardians to the Commissioners’ letter of the 26th instant, in which 
they pointed out that they gave no sanction to the contract with the Newcastle 
Union, and added, that they were not informed in what respects the making of it 
was at variance with the general regulations regarding contracts. 

The Commissioners do not doubt that, on re-consideration of this matter, the 
Guardians will see that the Commissioners cannot be parties to any bargain 
between Guardians or Vice-guardians and contractors for Union supplies, and 
that their authority extends only to the making and enforcement of regulations 
in regard to such contracts, and that no exercise of such authority on their part 
could effectually prevent the possibility of disadvantageous bargains being made. 



No. 8. — EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, No. 78,181/49. 
of the 11th December 1849. 



In reference to the Poor Law Commissioners’ letter, No. 75,576, on this day’s 
Minutes, and the letter of the 26th instant,. relative to the Messrs. Russell’s con- 
tract with the Vice-guardians, — 

It was proposed by William Monsell, Esq., m. p., seconded by Wyndham 
Goold, Esq., and resolved, — 

That the Guardians of the Newcastle Union beg to acknowledge the receipt of 
the letters of the Poor Law Commissioners with reference to the contract entered 
into last May with the Messrs. Russell, by which, if it be legal, the Vice-guardians 
have subjected this Union to the payment of interest at the rate of more than 
25 per cent, upon a debt of 8,250 L 

The Commissioners admit that they did not directly or indirectly object to the 



contract. 

From the portion of their letter which states that “ they are not now enabled 
to require any information on the subject from the Vice-guardians,” who are not 
now under any official responsibility, it appears that- the Commissioners, although 
cognizant of the transaction, did not consider it as one that called for any remon- 
strance, or even explanation. , , 

The assertion “ that they are not informed in what respect the contract was at 
variance with the regulations concerning contracts, so as to enable them to rep er 
it null and void,” in no way refutes the charge against them for their silent acqui- 
escence in an act of great injustice; but it appears to the Guardians that the 
contract was at variance with the very regulations the Commissioners allude to, 
187 . A 4 
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for it was not in such form as the Poor Law Commissioners have prescribed and 
approved of, as the 21st article of the regulations referred to require ; * nor, inas- 
much as there is no written agreement existing with the Messrs. Russell, save an 
accepted tender (which the Guardians are ready to admit is a contract in point of 
Jaw), was there an adherence to article 20, which requires “ that the party making 
the tender shall, in pursuance of the regulations, enter into a contract in writing 
'agreed u nS ’ contamin g the term s, conditions and stipulations mutually 

But the Guardians pass from details, however important, to express their asto- 
nishment at the doctrine, that the Commissioners are in no way responsible for 
the acts of paid Guardians, so long as those acts are not in direct opposition to 
the general regulations laid down for the government of Boards of Guardians ■ 
those general regulations were laid down for Boards constitutionally elected bv 
rate-payers, and administering funds raised from their own property and from those 
of their constituents ; but surely not for officers appointed and paid by the Com- 
Sh'tvThl’ rem ° VabI f b / a stroke of their pen,— not subject to official responsi- 
T® °1 of °® ce ’ acting so much in the dark that, until they arc 
out of office, the rate-payers can have no cognizance of their doings, and adminis- 

Tf fCn theU ‘ °- Wn but funds t0 whicb tbe y have contributed no share, 
if the Gommissioners had no power to prevent the contract of which the Board 
eomplams, then it follows that the paid Guardians might without check, and with 
Ltead’S y ’ f sab J ec f«d *he rate-payers to the payment of 100 per cent., 
instead of 25 per cent, upon their debts; they might have borrowed even larce^ 
supplies at this rate ; they might have contracted at the rate of 20 1 per ton for 
meal when the market price was but 10/.; for the Guardians, to use P the Com- 
fte WOrdS ’ ” e “ 0t a " are towan ? one of these acts “ is at variance with 

the 80 as t0 enable the Commissioners to render 

the contract null and void. With the assistance of paid Guardians of sufficient 
phancy, the public exchequer might at this rate be spared for any singl Jrcar at 

S o Tr, 0 ' r he nUet T T ? f "' h0le Unions - Tbe trust that tt ™ 

a 1 od T5I en “ ™“ el y that the Poor Law Commissioners have put forward 

X“nf,t 1Ch ' lfadmltted attd generally known, would render impossible the 
sale of landed property in any distressed Union. p mo 

In the remaining portion of their letter, the Commissioners, as their reason for 
dhlS™® * at rebef t0 the New caatle Union which was granted to Unions in less 

and he 2 9 TC a ”T’ “f tbe rate8 >™ d b *™en the 25th Marc 
Zl, .he ? e { ]t f mbe , 1 ' were sufficient not only to pay the expenses of relief 

It™d f ifficult P m re bllt W u‘.° dta ? ll . ar * e a sma11 p° rti ™ of the debt? of the Union 
It is difficult to reconcile this opinion with the permission afforded to make the 
contract complained of; for the resources of this Union were either exhausted or 

rehefTf'd 110 *'; f T b r e ? Were exbausted - ‘hose who administer the funds for the 
relief of destitute Unions should have assisted this Union, either bv erant or hv 
loan, as in the ease of the far more prosperous Union of Thurles ■ if the resources 

rnUt:“V he contract made ^ * he m — • & ~ rsrs 

d 3 ™' d ; a f s “ “Willing to enter into any controversy as to whether those 

tS?f Se^e/ a8 te 7T- rel j ef in summer; and " beie an amount 4*i 
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No. 9.— LETTER from the Commissioners, iu Reply, 17 December 1849. No. 78 , 181 / 49 . 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland 
have had before them the resolution of the Guardians of Newcastle Union of the 
1 1th instant, proposed by Mr. Monsell, and seconded by Mr. Goold, relating to the 
contract made by the late Vice-guardians of the Union with Messrs. Russell & Co., 
of Limerick. 

# Th e Commissioners are not surprised that the Guardians should regard with 
dissatisfaction a contract made by their predecessors, the Vice-guardians, on terms 
so. disadvantageous as those referred to; hut the misapprehensions expressed iu 
this resolution are such as to require some observation from the Commissioners. 

In the first place it is stated, that the Commissioners admit that they did not, 
directly or indirectly, object to this contract; and such a statement implies, that 
the Commissioners had the opportunity of objecting to the contract before it was 
made, which the records of the proceedings of the Vice-guardians will show was 
not the case. 

It is further stated, that the Commissioners neither remonstrated with the 
Vice-guardians, nor required from them an explanation on the subject, but silently 
acquiesced in an act of great injustice. 

Now, the Commissioners were fully cognizant, at the time when this contract 
appeared on the Minutes of the Vice-guardians as having then been made, that 
those officers had used every exertion in their power to obtain a contract on better 
terms, but had not succeeded, and that they believed themselves to be unable, 
otherwise than by making that contract, to provide food for the destitute poor. 

In what sense their making such a contract under such circumstances can be 
called an act of great injustice, the Commissioners do not understand. 

The Guardians next aver, that the contract was at variance with the regulations 
of the Commissioners, and they maintain this on two grounds ; first, that it was 
not “ made in such form as the Commissioners have prescribed and approved.” 

The Guardians omit, however, the latter words of the rule which they recite, viz., 

“ if any form shall have been prescribed or approved for that purpose.” On this 
point, the Commissioners have to state there is no form of contract prescribed by 
them, nor do they think they could properly prescribe a form which would 
prevent any terms, conditions and stipulations agreed upon between the parties 
from being duly and effectually expressed therein. 

Secondly, the Guardians say, that the contract has not been made conformably 
to the 20th article of the regulations, which requires the contract to be in writing. 

This is the first intimation which the Commissioners have received, that this 
contract was not, as usually is the case, reduced into a written form, after accept- 
ance of the tender, and accompanied by a bond with one or more sureties. The 
Guardians appear to think, however, that there is in fact an agreement in writing, 
valid in point of law, consisting of the accepted tender of Messrs. Russell, and 
the Commissioners presume that the Guardians have professional authority for this 
opinion ; nor have the Commissioners any desire to see an engagement, which 
they have no doubt was acted upon in good faith by the Messrs. Russell, questioned 
on any technical ground. 

The Guardians express their astonishment at the doctrine that the Commis- 
sioners are no way responsible for the acts of paid Guardians so long as those acts 
are not in direct opposition to the regulations of the Commissioners. This state- 
ment implies that the Commissioners have in their communications to the 
Newcastle Board advanced the doctrine referred to, which is not the fact. 

The Commissioners have said, that a contract made by Vice-guardians, who 
are, equally with a Board of Guardians, a corporate body, and equally com- 
petent to make binding contracts, cannot be nullified by the Commissioners unless 
it be a contract not made and entered into in conformity with the regulations of 
the Commissioners ; and from these premises, the correctness of which is not 
denied, the Guardians see fit to deduce the conclusion, that .paid officers are not 
themselves responsible, or the Commissioners for them, on account of any- acts 
done by them, which are not contrary to some regulation of the Commissioners. 

The groundlessness of such a conclusion is too apparent to need further commentr 
'1S7. B As 
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As to contracts made by the Vice-guardians, the Commissioners, as before stated, 
have not, nor is it in their opinion expedient they should have, the power to put 
an end to contracts merely on the ground that more advantageous terms might 
have been made ; and although, doubtless, the Vice-guardians would in such a case 
be amenable to the Commissioners for their conduct, and for the manner in which 
they had exercised their discretion, there is a very strong presumption in the 
present case, that the Vice-guardians of Newcastle Union, in accepting the 
contract of Messrs. Russell, — a step taken by them in the presence of the permanent 
Inspector of the district, Mr. Lynch, and the temporary Inspector of the Union, 
Mr. Robinson, — had not any alternative course, and that the acceptance of Messrs. 
Russell’s contract was necessary to enable them to provide for the wants of the 
destitute poor. 

With regard to that part of the resolution of the Guardians in which they 
complain that the Commissioners have acted partially in affording assistance from 
the Rate-in-Aid to certain Unions, while they have not afforded it to Newcastle 
Union, the Guardians will see, on reference to the third section of the Rate-in-Aid 
Act, that the funds raised under the provisions of that statute are not directly 
placed at the disposal of the Commissioners; and it is scarcely necessary to 
remind the Guardians, that in the letter of the Commissioners of the 26th ultimo, 
they have clearly shown the impracticability of their making at any point of time 
representations to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury on behalf 
of Newcastle Union which were likely to be attended with success. 

The Commissioners acknowledge with satisfaction the great exertions which 
the Board of Guardians are making to contend with their financial embarrassments; 
and they trust that the Guardians will persevere in that course, and rely on the 
resources of the Union itself, and not upon the receipt of extraneous aid, for 
a solution of their difficulties. 



No. 10. — EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians, of the 18th December 1849. 

In reference to the Poor Law Commissioners’ letter, No. 78,181, dated 17 De- 
cember, on this day’s minutes, it was proposed by William Monsell, Esq., m.p., 
seconded by Wyndham Goold, Esq., — 

Resolved, That the Board are quite content to rest the case between them and 
the Poor Law Commissioners on the correspondence which has already taken 
place. 

That with reference to the recommendation of the Commissioners to the 
Guardians to rely on the resources of the Union itself, and not in the receipt of 
extraneous aid, for a solution of their difficulties, the following statement of the 
financial condition of the Union be forwarded to the Commissioners : — 

In the half-year ended 29 September 1849, there had been expended 21,715 /., 
producing a general poundage rate for the half-year of 5s. 6d., but varying from 
9s. Id. the highest which any division is charged with, to 3s. 5 id., the least 
poundage produced. 

The estimate of the ordinary expenditure for half a year to 25 March 1850, is 
14,669/., producing a Union rate of 3 s. 10 d., but varying in the divisions from 
_6s. 3d. the highest, to 2s. 7 d. the lowest. 

Total for year ending 25 March 1850, 35,384/., producing a rate of 9 s. Ad. on 
the Union, but varying in the divisions from 15s. Ad. to 6s. 

The sum of 41,999/. would be required to pay the debts due at the beginning of 
the year 1850, and to provide for the ordinary expenditure till 25 March 1850 ; 
this would produce an Union rate of 11s. 2d., and varying in the division from 
17s. 11</. to 6 s. 11^/. ; add to this the sum of 2,403/. the amount levied as Rate- 
in-Aid on this Union to be recovered before Christmas 1849, and it produces 
a Union rate of 11s. 9 d., and varying in the divisions from 18s. 7 Id. to 7s. 5 \d. 
The amount of debts due under the Temporary Relief Act is 14,437/., which of 
itself would produce an Union rate of 3s. 9 d., varying in the divisions from 
4s. 9 d. to Is. 10|c/. The portion of the last debt due of each division, added to 

those 
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those claims on the divisions before enumerated, would produce the following 
rates ; viz. 

s . d. 

- 19 53 in the pound. 

- 9 5±1 (A.) 

15 - (and require a sum of 58,817 /. 

- 23 4£ [to discharge them, the valuation 
14 1 i j being only 75,400 /. 3 s. 6 d. 

- 16 5i 

- 16 1 
- 22 10 

- 23 9| 

- 12 Si 

- H 8| 

- 10 2 " 

- 17 3J 



Amount of balance in favour of the Union on 
25 March 1849 ------ 

Amount of rate uncollected, 25 March 1849 (and of 
which 2,500/. was considered irrecoverable) - 
Amount of rate made since March 1849 to the 1st 
August 1849 - - - - - 

Amount of rate made from 1st August till the present 
day ------- 

Total - - - £. 

which, deducted from the above sum of 



leaving a debt due of the Union of - - £. 



£. 

2,527 


s. d. 


4,146 


- ~ 


18,208 


9 10 


16,527 


" " 


41,408 

58,817 


- - 


17,409 


- - 



Abbey feale 

Ardagh 

Ballingarry 

Castletown 

Clonncagh 

Dromcolloher 

Killeedy - 

Kilmeedv 

Killougholehane 

Mahoonagh 

Monegea - 

Newcastle 

Rathronan 



To meet this expense, there was- 



And in the following proportions on the valuation of each division : 

s. d. 



Abbeyfeale - - 


- 6 


11 in 


the pound. 


Ardagh - 


- 1 


10 


„ 


Ballingarry - 


- 4 


4 


» 


Castletown - 


- - 6 


7 


„ 


Clonncagh - 


- 3 




„ 


Dromcolloher - 


- 4 


10 




Killeedy - 


- 3 


7 




Kilmeedy - 


- 8 


3 


» 


Killougholehane 


- 8 


8 


» 


Mahoonagh - 


- 4 


1 




Monegea 


- 4 


3 




Newcastle - 


- 2 


7 


» 


Rathronan - - - 


- 5 


1 


» 



Amount required to pay all debts and liabilities for support of the poor to the 
25th March 185.0, and for repayment of Government advances under Tem- 
porary Relief Act and Rate-in-Aid, as stated above, see (A.) £. 58,817 
Amount of Grand Jury Rate in 1849 ----- 1L083 
Amount of Labour Rate in 1849 ----- 10,734 

Total sum to be raised off the Newcastle Poor Law Union in the year ending 
25 March 1850, assuming that no further sum will be raised for Grand Jury Kate 
and Labour Rate until the 25th of March 1850, 80,634/. upon a valuation ot 
75,400 1. 

-o b 2 Assuming 
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Assuming the Labour Rate and Grand Jury Rate to produce the same poundage 
in each division of the Union, the following will be the liabilities of each division 
for the year ending the 25th March 1S50 : 



Abbeyfeale - 


s. 

- 23 


d. 

61 


Ardagh - - - 


- 13 


6 


Ballingarry - 


- 19 


-i 


Castletown - 


- 27 


5 


Clonncagh - 


- 18 


2 


Drumcolloher - 


- 20 




Killeedy - 


- 20 


u 


Killmeedy - 


- 26 


m 


Killougholehane - - - 


- 27 


101 


Mahoonagh - - - 


- 16 


33 


Monegea - 


- 18 


9 


Newcastle - - - 


- 14 


2 h 


Rathronan - 


- 21 


4 



That the attention of the Commissioners be drawn to the consequences which 
have resulted to this Union from the. neglect of the Vice-guardians to adhere to 
the regulations for contracts contained in Article 20. 

That on the 14th of March a contract was made by the Vice-guardians with 
the Messrs. Russell, to supply the Union with Indian meal for two months, at the 
rate of 8/. 4 j. per ton. 

That the Messrs. Russell did not, when their tender was accepted in pursuance 
of the regulations contained in Article 20, enter into a contract in writing with 
the Guardians, containing the terms, conditions and stipulations mutually agreed 
upon, nor did the Vice-guardians require, as they were empowered to do, any 
sureties or bond from the Messrs. Russell. 

On the 25th of April the Messrs; Russell, having given notice one week before, 
came to the Board, and informed the Vice-guardians that they would not supply 
any more meal unless the price of the meal was advanced to 10/. 3s. 

The Vice-guardians having no food for 22,000 persons on the relief lists, the 
next morning agreed to Messrs. Russell’s terms, and by this transaction the Union 
incurred an additional expenditure of 336 1. 



No. 11. — LETTER from the Commissioners, in Reply, 31 December 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in 
Ireland have had before them the resolution of the Board of Guardians of 
Newcastle Union on the 18th instant, in which they call the attention of the 
Commissioner's to the consequences resulting from the omission of the late Vice- 
guardians to adhere to the Commissioners’ general regulations regarding contracts, 
the Vice-guardians having entered into a contract with Messrs. Russell to supply 
the Union with meal for two months, at the rate of SI. 4s. per ton; but having 
taken no security, the Messrs. Russell subsequently declined to continue the 
supply, unless at an advanced rate. 

In reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners to state, that if the 
fact be as stated in the resolution, the Messrs. Russell were bound by the accepted 
tender. 1 

The Commissioners are informed, however, by their Inspector, Mr. Lynch, that 
Messrs. Russell refused to supply under that contract until the debt owing to them 
was paid ; and the Vice-guardians, being unable to pay them, consented to receive 
meal at the then market price. 



REPORT 
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REPORT: COUNTY OF LIMERICK. 

REPORT upon the Financial Condition of tlie County of Limerick. 



At an adjourned Meeting of Magistrates and Grand Jurors, being Owners 
and Occupiers of Land in the County of Limerick , held at the Grand Jury 
Room, the 24th of November 1849, the Earl of Clare, k.p., Lord Lieutenant 
of the County, in the Chair ; the following Report, prepared by the Com- 
mittee appointed on a previous day, was received and unanimously adopted. 



REPORT. 

The Committee appointed at a previous meeting to collect such facts as may 
fully and impartially represent the existing condition of the county, and of its 
inhabitants, have proceeded with earnestness to perforin their task. They 
have done so, by the co-operation of the following Sub -committees in the several 
Unions ; viz. 



Limerick Union - 



Rathkeale Union 



Newcastle Union - 



(The Earl of Clare, Chairman of Board of Guardians. 

I Lord Clarina. 

j Daniel Cullen, Esq., Vice-Chairman. 

[.William Monsell, Esq., m.p. 

[Lord Monteagle. 

< J. S. Browne, Esq., Chairman of Board of Guardians. 
[George Fosberry, Esq., Vice-Chairman. 

( Lord Muskerry, Chairman of Board of Guardians. 

E. Curling, Esq., Vice-Chairman. 

Eyre Massy, Esq. 



f James levers, Esq., Chairman of Board of Guardians. 
Kilmallock Union [ Daniel Clanchy, Esq. 

[ John Low, Esq. 

In order to make this statement more clear and intelligible, the Central Com- 
mittee feel it necessary to describe, shortly, the district to which their observations 
apply. . 

This district consists of the following Unions and parts of Unions. It is, 
however, necessary to premise that this return, taken from public documents, so 
far as it relates to population and rated value, very considerably exceeds the 
present amount in both respects. 



UNIONS in the County of Limerick, and Parts of Unions. 



Unions and Parts of Unions. 


Population 
per Census 1841. 


Area in 
Statute Acres. 


'Original Poor Law 
Valuation. 


Limerick (part of) - 7 


53,419 


113,264 


£. 

118,088 


Rathkeale ----- 


68,174 


151,612 


138,438 


Newcastle ----- 


60,007 


180,937 


109,303 


Kilmallock (part of) - 


68,984 


155,770 


161,698 


Clogheen (part of) 


4,291 


20,791 


3,154 


Tipperary (part of) - 


17,382 


44,125 


28,207 


Total - - - 


272,257 


666,499 


558,888 



Total Valuation of County of Limerick - - - - £.558,888 

Exclusive of City of Limerick Electoral Division, valued at - £.67,812 



This extensive district includes some of the most fertile lands in Ireland. It 
includes the county of the city of Limerick, with a population of 52,315 inhabit- 
ants. Previously to the failure of the potato crop, and to the unfortunate 
course of measures adopted after that calamity, there existed many indications 
of advancing prosperity, both agricultural and commercial. The cultivation of 
the soil had improved and was improving — better breeds of cattle, sheep and pigs 
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■were introduced — the quantity of grain, butter and other produce brought to 
market was augmenting— commerce was extending — shipping increasing —stable 
and well-managed banks had been established and were successfully carried on ; 
and although much remained to be regretted in the condition of the cottier 
labourers, yet the houses, clothing and habits of life of the farming class were 
advancing steadily, though not rapidly. Good schools were opened, and the 
number of children receiving education was augmenting daily. Such was the 
existing state of things before the famine, with which Ireland has been visited. 
The facts which the Committee have collected, demonstrate that not only these 
proofs of social and material progress no longer exist, but the decline of much 
that constitutes the prosperity of a community has been, and continues to be, 
even more rapid than had previously been its advance. The value of all property 
has declined, whilst the burthens to which that property is subjected have 
augmented. Rates for the relief of poverty have increased, whilst the pauperism, 
which such taxation was intended to relieve, has increased in an infinitely greater 
proportion. Assuming that the events and system which have for some years been 
in progress should continue unchecked, the Committee cannot but anticipate a 
general destruction of the ordinary bonds of society — the annihilation of property 
— the cessation of all profitable demand for labour, and the absorption of all 
classes in one common irremediable ruin, ultimately destructive to individual 
happiness, and fatal to the best interests of the community. 

The most ancient of the local taxes payable in the district, and that of which 
there is preserved the most authentic and unbroken series, is the Grand Jury or 
County Rate, levied for the administration of justice, including the expenditure 
for prison purposes, roads, bridges, infirmaries, fever hospitals, dispensaries and 
public salaries. This head of taxation will afford the strongest evidence of the 
rapidity with which local burthens have augmented, and the amount to which 
they have attained. 

It becomes the more important in this respect, when it is remembered that 
within the last twenty years, in relation to the greater part of this amount, the 
Grand Juries are deprived bylaw of all discretion, and the tax is made imperative 
by Act of Parliament. The progress of Grand Jury taxation in the county of 
Limerick is shown in the following Return : 



YEARS- 


Grand Jury 
Taxation. 


Including 
for Labour Kate. 


1785 - 


£. 

5,585 


£. 


1795 


5,579 





1805 - 


15,952 





1815 - - - , 


17,224 





1825 - - - | 


31,094 





1835 


31,788 





1845 


37,821 





1846 


40,054 





1847 ... 


46,075 


3,111 


1848 


65,465 


10,151 


1849 - 


96,688 


38,871 



The Committee here call particular attention to the increase of nearly 300 per 
cent, in this taxation within the last four years ; and though this increase is, to a 
considerable extent, accounted for by the Labour Rate, they cannot but remember 
that against that most fatal and improvident measure the landowners of Limerick 
• earnestly remonstrated before it was unhappily adopted by the Legislature ; and 
by resolutions transmitted to Her Majesty’s Government, they pointed out the 
innumerable evils which its enactment could not fail to produce. These evils are 
now but too well known. The working classes have been demoralized— the capital 
of the empire has been lavishly expended — works recklessly undertaken have been 
left incomplete, a nuisance to the community — roads, formerly sufficient for public 
traffic, have been rendered dangerous and inconvenient, and now furnish enduring 
and undeniable evidence of the unwise legislation, for which the Imperial Treasury 
and the property of Ireland are called on to pay a severe penalty. 

In relation to the diminished value of property, the Committee are not enabled 
to refer to evidence so full, or so far earned back, as that which relates to Grand 

Jury 
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Jury Kates ; but there are some facts which are important, and when inquiries, 
now in progress, are completed, will fully develop the condition of the county’ 
The original valuation of the Union of Newcastle was 109,303 l . ; it is now reduced 
to 75,301 1. The reduction in Kilmallock Union from 161,698 1. to 159,093 1. 
That of Limerick, from 118,0881. to 106,164 I. ; and that of Rathkeale, from 
138,438 1. to 120,806 1. These valuations are, however, still in many cases 
considered to be so unequal, and in some cases so excessive, as to require new 
valuations, which have been ordered. 

The Statistical Tables, prepared under the directions of the Lord Lieutenant, 
exhibit a gradual decay of the wealth of the Limerick Unions, as represented by 
their agricultural produce. This decay is rapidly extending ; and the Committee 
are enabled to state, from their own personal knowledge and observations, that 
considerable and increasing tracts lie waste and uncultivated. The number of 
cattle is alarmingly reduced on the pasture lands — the stacks in the homesteads 
have almost disappeared— many districts are left abandoned and desolate, and the 
doubt of reaping the harvest indisposes many from sowing ; and even when agri- 
culture is continued, the cultivator, in despair at the prospect of taxation indefinitely 
increasing, becomes hopeless, limits all his operations, and thus diminishes the 
demand for labour. 



TABLE of Area of Cultivation and Produce of the Limerick Unions,— 
Limerick, Rathkeale , Newcastle and Kilmallock. 



Wheat. 


Oats. 


Bailey. 


Potatoes. 


Turnips, j 


YEARS. 


cultivated. 


Barrels 
20 stone. 


cultivated. 


Barrels 
14 stone. 


cultivated. 


Barrels 
16 stone. 


cultivated. 


20 stone. 


Acres 

cultivated. 


52,900 


304,000 


67,500 


645,000 


9,000 


80,000 


12,000 


820,000 


1 6,000 


184, 


32,000 


1 36,000 


52,800 


360,000 


1 4 ,000 


121,000 


38,900 


772,000 


11,800 


1848 








— 


“ 1 


— 


— 


— 


— 


1849 



It is true that a considerable increase in the cultivation of potatoes is shown in 
comparing 1847 with 1848 ; but when the extent of the failure of 1848 is 
considered, the potato crop being stated in the last Poor Law Report “ to have 
proved far worse than in 1847,” this increased cultivation only tends to prove the 
confidence still felt in this root, even after the bitter experience of the last five 
years ; a confidence doubtless strengthened by the hope of out-door relief in case 
of the failure of the crop. The Committee are, on these grounds, far from thinking 
the increased area under potato cultivation in 1 848 a proof of increased resources 
of the district ; and in 1848 it is remarkable, that, whilst there was an excess of 
about 27,000 acres under potatoes, there was a falling off of nearly 50,000 barrels 
in produce. 

The Committee are unable, from the want of further official documents, to 
complete this Table for the present year ; but they entertain no doubt that the 
inference, deducible from a comparison between the year 1847 and 1848, which 
exhibits so lamentable a falling off in the resources of the country, will be more 
than confirmed by the returns for 1849, now in progress, and which they feel 
confident must exhibit a decline still more fatal in the cultivation and produce of 
the district. This being coupled with a contemporaneous and unprecedented fall 
in prices and loss of capital — all demonstrate how difficult it will he for the 
Limerick Unions to sustain even the ordinary burthens cast upon them. 

But new burthens, of a most unexampled description, have been imposed by 
the legislation of last Session funder the circumstances of decaying resources— of 
increasing debt and augmenting charges, already described— the Kate-in-Aid has 
come into operation. The amount of this new burthen, on the Limerick Unions, 



is as follows : 




£. s. d. 


Limerick - 


- 


- 5,075 11 - 


Rathkeale - 


- 


- 3,020 3 - 


Newcastle - 




- 2,403 14 - 


Kilmallock - 


- 


- 4,448 7 - 






£. 14,947 15 - 


187 . 
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This heavy sum, it should be observed, is cast by the Legislature as a primary 
charge upon the Unions, reducing the means of supporting the workhouses and 
the poor, and seriously affecting the security pledged to the contractors, and the 
resources required for meeting liabilities already incurred. 

The following are the Reports which have been received from the several Sub- 
committees, already alluded to : 



RETURN of the Valuation of the Baronies in the County of Limerick, made out in Poor Law Unions. 




RETURN showing the Amount of Grand Jury Rate, Labour Rate and Poor Rate, per £. for each Union, or Tart of Union, 
in the County of Limerick, for the Years ending 20 September 1845 to 1849, both inclusive. 



UNION 

of 

Tipperary 1 
(part of)/ 
Limerick 1 

(County part)/ 
Clogheen ) 
(part of) / 
Kilmallock ) 
(part of)) 
Newcastle 
Rathkeale 


Y 


ear 1845. 


Year 1846. 


Year 1847. 


Year 1848. 


Year 1849. 


K. 


TO” 1 - 




SS. 




Grand 


■sir 




Totac. 


G j™ d 






Total. 


HI 


huteT 


S, 


Total. 


s. d. 
2 _ 

I 3/ 
1 44 
1 4} 

! ft 


a. d. 

- 3J 

- 8 

:i; 

:3 


2 ai 

1 111 

2 -i 
1 

1 9} 

' 4 


s. d. 

1 10 

1 

1 5 

1 7j 
1 44 


s. d. 

- 5 

- 9 

- 

- 6 
- H 


j. d. 
2 3 

2 1} 

1 94 
1 10 

2 - 
l 10 


1 10 
1 7} 
1 7 
1 5} 

! 3 


s. d. 
- 

- 

~ 1* 
5 ft 


t. d. 
- 10 

i -i 
- 10} 
! it 


». d. 
2 9} 

2 94 

2 9 

3 4| 
2 11} 
2 10| 


2 34 
2 3 

1 11 
1 10| 

2 14 
1 114 


3. d. 

- 4 i 

- 2 

- 7 

- 


3. d. 
4 1 

2 114 
6 

2 9 
6 2 

3 11 


6 9 
5 44 
8 104 

5 4 
9 -J 

6 24 


2 6 
2 1 

2 - 
2 -4 
2 


3. d. 

1 44 

1 2 
1 

2 - 

1 84 


s. d. 

4 6 
6 64 
3 7 

11 2 

5 1 


3. d. 

8 24 

7 8 

9 94 
6 7} 
15 24 

8 104 



RETURN of Annual Expenditure of Grand Jury Rate, Poor’s Rate and Labour Rate. 





1845. 


1846. 


.8.7, 


1848. 


1849. 


UNION 

of 


Rate. 


Amount 


TOTAL. 




Amount 


Total. 


Amount 


Amount 


Amount 

Labour 


Total. 


g3‘ 


Rato. 


Sr 


Total. 


^Jrund 1 


Rato. 


Amount 


Total. 


Tipperary 1 


£. 

2,820 


£. 

377 


£. 

8,197 


£. 

2,585 


£. 

523 


£. 

3,108 


£■ 

2,585 


£. 

1,120 


£■ 

176 


£. 

3,881 


£. 

3,230 


£. 

5,790 


£. 

630 


£. 

9,550 


£. 

3,526 


£. 

6,110 


£. 

1,940 


£. ~ 
11,676 


Limetick \ 

(County part)/ 


7,622 


3,460 


11,082 


8,103 


3,807 


11,910 


9,663 


5,654 


194 


15,511 


11,213 


15,637 


948 


27,798 


12,203 


24,126 


6,380 


42,709 


Clogheen \ 


216 


102 


318 


222 


61 


283 


248 


167 


20 


435 


300 


996 


91 


1,387 


340 


1,013 


183 


1,536 


Kilmallock l 


11,062 


2,376 


13,438 


10,901 


3,832 


14,733 


11,957 


6,968 


641 


19,566 


15,275 


22,387 


3,156 


40,818 


16,619 


29,065 


8,537 


54,221 


Newcastle 


8,065 


1,961 


10,026 


8,859 


2,075 


10,934 


9,256 


5,636 


1,192 


16,084 


11,00(5 


32,636 














Rathkeale - 














9,255 


8,902 


S8S 


19,045 


13,600 


25,607 


1,980 


41,187 


14,046 


80,731 


11,097 


55,874 


Totals - £. 


37,821 


10,310 


48,131 


40,054 


13,362 


53,416 


42,964 


28,447 


3,111 


74,522 


55,314 


103053 


10,151 


168518 


57,817 


133081 


38,871 


229769 



Note , — The total taxation, £.229,769, for the year ended 29th September 1849, amounts to a rate of 9s. 2d. per £. on the pr 



Borough 
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Borough of Limerick. — Poor Rate and Grand Jury Rate Expenditure per £. 



Year. 


Poor Rate. 


Grand Jury Rate. 


Total. 




s. d. 


s. d. 


s. d. 


1845 


1 n 


2 11 £ 


4 1 


1846 


1 7 


3 1 


4 8 


1847 


2 7 


3 1 


5 8 


1848 


4 4 


3 8 


8 - 


1849 


5 6 


4 If 


9 7 | 



In. the Grand Jury Rate for 1849 is included 7 J d. per £. for Labour Rate. 

Note . — Limerick Union. — The taxation of the Limerick Electoral Division (mostly Bo- 
rough of Limerick) has reached the amount of 9s. 7 %d. per £. ; viz. : 

s. d. 

Rate for Relief of the Poor - - - 5 6 

„ Grand Jury purposes - - - 4 1 f 

exclusive of a rate at least of 2s., levied on that part of the division in the parish of 
St. Michael’s. 



The taxation of the Unions, and parts of 
Unions, in the County of Limerick, has 
now reached the following Amounts : — 



Rathkeale 

Newcastle 

Limerick (part of) - 
Kilmallock (part of) 
Tipperary (part of) - 
Clogheen (part of) - 



s. d. 

8 10£ per £. 

- 15 H „ 

7 8 

6 71 „ 

8 2 £ „ 

9 9£ „ 



cu 


Rate levied 




for 


1 


Relief of the Poor. 


S 


s. d. - 


1 “ 


5 1 per £. 




11 2 „ 


g 


4 6 


s 

<1 


3 7 „ 




4 4 „ 


8 


6 H „ 



Rate levied 
for 

Grand Jury Purposes. 
J. d. 



3 9 

4 -£ 
3 2 
3 

3 10£ 
3 4 



per £. 



This taxation is rapidly and steadily in- 
creasing; the Grand Jury Cess, which in 
1845 was— 

s. d. 

Rathkeale - - - 1 1| per £. 

Newcastle - - - 1 5£ „ 

Limerick (part of) - - 1 3£ „ 

Kilmallock (part of) - 1 4£ „ 

Tipperary (part of) - - 2 - „ 

Clogheen (part of) - - 1 4 £ „ 


Has now. increased (Repayments 
under Labour Rate being in- 
cluded) to 

s. d. 

- - - « -i 

- 3 2 „ 

- - - 3 -j „ 

- - - 3 10} „ 

- - - 3 4 „ 


The Poor’s Rate, which, at the comparatively 
recent period of 1847, was in 

s. d. 

Rathkeale - 1 4£ per £. 

Newcastle - - - 1 -£ >» 

Limerick (part of) - - 1 1 „ 

Kilmallock (part of) - - 10£ „ 

Tipperary (part of) - - - 10 „ 

Clogheen (part of) - - 1 -£ » 


Amounts in 1849 to 
s. d. 

- 5 1 per £. 

- 11 2 „ 

- 4 6 „ 

-37,, 

- 4 4 „ 

- 6 5 „ 


The Proportion of the Population relieved 
(taking the Census' of 1841) in 1847 — 

Rathkeale - - - 1£ P er cent. - 

Newcastle - - - 5£ „ 

Limerick (part of) - - l£ „ 

Kilmallock (part of) - l£ » 

Tipperary (part of) - » 

Clogheen (part of) - - » 


Amounts in 1849 to 

18 per cent. 

31 „ 

10 „ 

19 „ 

- V 



Note . — Newcastle Union— The degree to which the difficulties ofthis Y“°^ r w h 
increased will be illustrated by the following facts —On the 16*of May 
the Poor Law Inspector, being present, the Vice-guardians adopted the folio g re^ 

187. C 
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t8 REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

tion, -which was transmitted to the Poor Law Commissioners, and was not directly or 
indirectly objected to by them : — 

“ The Messrs. Russell having this day presented a tender to the Board for the supply of 
bread-stuffs, and the Vice-guardianshaving failed in procuring them on better terms, it is 
resolved,— That Messrs. Russell’s tender be accepted for three months, at the following 
rates: Indian meal, 10/. 7s. per ton, and subject to the payment of Is. on the ton for 
each and every additional week the payment shall be withheld ; and that no sums to be 
received by the contractors are to be placed to the credit of deliveries under this tender 
until the debts due under former contracts shall be first liquidated ; and that it shall he 
optional with the contractors to cease supplying, by giving seven days’ notice to the 
Vice-guardians.” 

On account of this contract, an expenditure was incurred of 8,253 7. 3 s. The previous 
debt due to the Messrs. Russell has not yet been liquidated, and, therefore, this Union, 
if the above contracts be legal, is under a penalty to the Messrs. Russell of more than 40/. 
per week ; or, in other words, for a sum of 8,253 1. 3s. is bound to pay at the rate of more 
than 2,000 l. a year. 



It should be borne in mind, that, alarming as is this description, it is far from 
representing the existing state of the county. These calculations assume that the 
whole of the rates were uniform throughout the Unions or within the county. But 
such is not the case, as will appear from the following examples of the amount of 
expenditure on particular Electoral Divisions : 

s. d. 



Rathkeale Union - 

Newcastle Union - 

Limerick Union 
Kilmallock Union - 
Tipperary Union - 
Clogbeen Union 



Rathkeale Electoral Division 
Shanagolden „ 

Askeaton i} 

Ballingarry „ 

Castletown 
Killeedy „ 

Castle-Conneell „ 



Bruff 

Galbally 

Doon 

Kilteely 

Kilbenny 



9 

11 

10 

15 

20 

15 

JO 

13 

8 

7 

11 

9 

9 



2 pel 
10 

7 , 



£. 




The Committee have in this Report endeavoured to give a faithful picture of 
the deplorable condition of the Limerick Unions. It may not be difficult to 
foresee the alarming future, should the present causes of evil remain unmitigated 
and without remedy. The owners of land, so far as they are occupiers, and the 
tenant farmers, must be the great employers of labour in all agricultural com- 
munities. The means of both classes are now, in all cases, lamentably reduced, 
and in some cases extinguished altogether ; yet, in this county, it is but justice 
to state, that strenuous efforts have been made to meet the calamity, and to create 
a new demand for labour. Considerable works have been executed, and are in 
progress, under the Land Improvement Act ; hut, however useful are these under- 
takings, they have been inadequate to meet the emergency. The farming classes 
find it still more difficult to extend, or even to continue, their ordinary demand 
for labour ; and the Committee have observed with regret, that lands are frequently 
deserted, and left without means of meeting any engagements. In some cases, 
lands are thrown back upon the owner, encumbered with arrears of poor rate, 
incurred not by him, but by default of another ; for these arrears his freehold 
estate is made responsible, and, under the Act of the last Session, may be sold. 

Under these circumstances, where cultivation is rendered unprofitable, it will 
cease, and lands must become waste. In the electoral division of Castletown 
(Union. of Newcastle), consisting of 9,656 acres, 2,397 acres are already waste, 
and although this is an extreme case, it is not a solitary one, but it bespeaks the 
condition of other districts likewise ; and too plainly foretells the fate of many 
more, if the present evils are left without remedy. 

The Committee feel it their duty to add, that a large and increasing emigration 
of a new character has extended greatly, adding to the difficulties of employing 
labour, and of paying rates. Fanners and occupiers of land who can still command 
: some share of unexhausted capital are flying from the ruin they anticipate. They 
are thus lessening the numbers of that middle class of industrious men which 
Ireland so much wants, and without which no social state can be stable or pros- 
perous : 
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OF THE COUNTY OF LIMERICK. 

perous : to use the words of a Parliamentary witness — “ P,,.„i„i„ 

whom you wish to keep, and precisely those persons stay whom C wXtTgo 8f ° 

The Committee are unable to furnish any distinct evidence "of the morfalitv 
which has taken place, though it is undoubtedly very great but the dim? ■ i J 
number of marriages and of births is undeniable^ £ 2s " 2tk W 
and the coffins given away for out-door poor, are formidably great ; but as choW 
fever and dysentery have all existed as causes of death, it would be dfflcu It to 
draw any general inferences from these returns. Accurate information on thta 
pTetaT bran ° h ° f tle Sabject cannot ba obt£ ™ ed till the next Census is com- 

The Committee cannot better complete their description of the state of the 
district than by adopting the true and most powerful words of his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, which are, m all respects, confirmed by their own local knowledge 
and experience: The whole social system of Ireland has been based upon the 
potato, and the failure of that root has, consequently, entailed universal distress ■ 
hence so many landed proprietors are now unable to keep down the interest of 
their mortgages ; tenants can no longer pay their rents ; and the peasants, for want 
of employnienl:, are driven upon the rates, of which the collection daily becomes 
more difficult . such a state of things contains within itself no germ of ameliora- 
tion ; it cannot even remain stationary • it must go on from bad to worse, for the 
means of improvement are altogether wanting, and the national resources are 
gradually wasting; and even if the potato were to revive— and to that all classes 
are clinging with desperate hope— it would only bring back the evils under which 
the country has been so long labouring.” 

The Committee feel justified in stating, that in very many cases the efforts and 
the resignation of all classes in Ireland, in struggling against this dreadful visitation, 
have been great ; the calamity has been, however, of a nature which it is utterly 
impossible to meet by any merely local effort. The wisdom and the aid of Par- 
liament are absolutely indispensable. Local exertion, without being adequate for 
the purposes of real pauperism, must, if unaided, prove destructive to all property 
ruinous to all industry, depriving the landowner of all surplus, the farmer of all 
profit, the labourer of all wages, the soil of all produce, and involving all classes 
m universal pauperism, ultimately to be left even without its miserable means of 
support. Whether society can exist ; whether laws can be administered, or civili- 
zation be preserved, in such a condition, the present state of things, in parts of 
Ireland, shows to a certain and afflicting extent ; but the events of a .few short 
years, if the country be left without remedy and even without hope, will demon- 
strate this more lamentably . The Committee are equally unwilling to doubt the 
powers or the inclination of the Imperial Legislature to afford succour in this time 
of calamity : a close and accurate inquiry has been instituted by both Houses of 
Parliament into the state of Ireland, aud the evidence is before the world. That 
evidence, and the legislation of the last years, will be compared and reviewed by 
an impartial posterity, and a decision will be pronounced as to the mode in which 
the duties of the supreme power of the state have been performed. Even if there 
should be any who doubt the possibility of remedying, or even of mitigating, the 
unhappy condition of Ireland by law, it will scarcely be denied that it is a fit sub- 
ject for consideration, how far recent laws have aggravated these evils, how far the 
reform of them is demanded, and whether the remedial measures adopted, from 
views undoubtedly benevolent, have neither been found adequate, nor in principle, 
fitted for the occasion. No sacrifice maybe too great to meet the horrors of 
femine ; but the remedial measures in case of. famine should be effectual, aud this 
should be carefully separated from the fixed and ordinary legislation on which the 
well-being of the community depends. 

To imagine, however, that nothing is to be done by Parliament— that events are 
to be left to take their certain and most calamitous course— is irreconcilable with 
the respect due to the Legislature, in whom is vested at once the power and the 
responsibility of protecting the interests of all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects. 
That Parliament should remain inactive would amount to an abdication of its 
most sacred functions. 

The Committee call upon all classes within their district to continue strenuously 
and patiently to perform their several duties ; but they ask for sound legislation, 
advice, guidance, aud well-directed control, and, where it is required, active co- 
operation and assistance from the state, in cases where it can be shown that 
without such interposition local effort will be ineffectual. 

187. c 2 Lavish., 
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Lavish as has been the local expenditure of the district-oppressive and ruinous 
as are the burthens— fearful as is the decay of property— the Committee would, at 
least have felt some consolation if they were enabled to perceive any real or per- 
manent good produced among the masses of the population receiving re hef but 
their misery and destitution have, on the contrary, by augmenting the lessenm 
means of employment, augmented the extent and intensity of pauper, sm The 
expectation that mendicancy and vagrancy would have ceased has been falsified 
by P the event. The houses of the peasantry have become rumous— their clothing 
wretched— their attendance on Divine Worship, the attendance of their children on 
schools? have been interrupted-the difficulty of maintaining the many medical 
charities is more and more felt-a fatal extent of demorabxation the source of 
which is traceable to the public works system, is progressive ; and even though 
human life has been preserved for a time, yet, should the fatal period arrive when 
the payment of rates shall cease by the interruption of cultivation and the demand 
for labour, and the power of paying wages to the labourer, shall likewise cease, 
the most terrible and wide-spread desolation cannot fad to be the consequence. 
Even the extinction of all rent would be no relief to the occupier. Land would 
cease to be profitable in such an extreme case, into whatever hands it might fall , 
and it would be proved, that no suffering to the working classes can be equal to 
the effect of measures which weaken and tend to destroy all the springs of nationa 

TteCommittee call attention to the fact of the enormous amount of the local 
taxation already described, which depends on the repayments to the Government. 
Tliev call attention, likewise, to the efforts which have been made by this county, 

in earnestness and good faith, for the repayment of such advances ; bat they submit, 
that in the present condition of the country, the amount of debt incurred to con- 
tractors, and the repayment of such advances, is not possible, if an adequate pro- 
vision be made for the relief required by law for the poor. 



RETURN of all Contracts containing Penal Clauses entered into by the 
Guardians or Vice-guardians of any Union in Ireland ; prepared from Returns 
received from the Clerks of the following Unions : 



Caherciveen. Kilrush. New Ross. 

Cashel. Limerick. Rathkeale. 

Ennis. Listowel. Thurles. 

Ennistymon. Loughrea. Tipperary. 

Gort. Nenagh. Tralee. 

Kilmallock. Newcastle. Tuam. 



CAHERCIVEEN UNION. 



Return of Contracts, &c. 



Contractor. 


Date of Contract. 


contracted for. 


Description 
proposed to be 
supplied. 


Rate. 


Pearse Butler 


14 March 1849 


One fortnight 


Indian corn meal 


- - 9 1. 10 s. cash payment, in 
six weeks from date of con- 
tract; in default of payment 
at the expiration of the six 
weeks, to be paid at the rate of 
10I. 155,, six months’ credit. 



25 February 1850. L 



CASHEL 
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CASHEL UNION. No. 10,821/50. 



Contracts containing Penal Clauses entered into by tbe former Board of Guardians. 



Name of Contractor. 


For what. 


Date of 
Contract. 


Expiration of 
Contract. 


Nature of Clause 
contained in the Contract. 


Russell & Sons 


- - Supplying to and 
distributing in the 
several electoral di- 
visions in the Union 
Indian meal. 


l Aug. 1848 j 


31 Aug. 1848 


- - If payments for each 
week’s delivery be not 
made before the expira- 
tion of the next following 
week, the price to be 
further advanced 1 s. per 
ton for each and every 
additional week that pay- 
ments are so withheld. 


Ditto ... 


- - ditto - 


1 Sept. 1848 


30 Sept. 1848 


Same. 


Ditto - 


- - Supplying the 
workhouse with 
Indian meal. 


26 July 1848 


26 Oct. 1848 


Same. 



, Nule. — Tenders, with Penal Clauses similar to the above, were frequently presented to the Vice- 
guardians, which they invariably refused to consider, or enter into such contracts. 



(Signature of Clerk of Union.) 

22 February 1850. Andrew Hayden. 



ENNIS UNION. No. 10,631/50. 



Return of Contracts entered into by the Board of Guardians, containing Penal Clauses. 



No. of 
Contract. 


Article contracted for, 
and the 

Purpose used for. 


Nature of Penalty. 


Observations. 


1. 


Indian meal for out- 
door relief. 


- - One shilling per ton added to 
contract price in default of pay- 
ment at the end of three months, 
and for every additional week 
payment would be delayed. 




2. 


Indian meal for out- 


- - This contains the same clauses 
as above. 








- - Contract to cease in default of 


- - The penalties of those 




door relief. 


weekly payments. 


contracts have never been 


4- 


Oatmeal for in-door 
supply. 


- - One shilling a ton to be added 
to the price of the meal weekly, 
in default of payments monthly. 


demanded. 


5- 


Coals for in-door pur- 
poses. 


- - To be paid for at the end of 
every fortnight, or t s. a ton to be 
added, and paid for at the expira- 
tion of the contract. 





Return called for by the Commissioners’ circular, 16 February 1850, No. 7,768. 



• 2 1 February 1850. John Cutter, 

Clerk of the Union. 

ENNISTYMON UNION. No. 10,823/50. 

Contracts containing Penal Clauses. 

Ennistymon, Board Room, 

Sir, 22 February 1850; 

In reply to your letter of the 16th instant, No. 7,768, requiring a Return of all 
Contracts containing Penal Clauses entered into by the Vice-guardians or 
Guardians of this Union in reference thereto, I beg to state that the following 
were the contracts of the above nature as entered into by the Vice-guardians : 
on the Uth of August 1848, they had to accept a tender from the firm of Messrs. 

J. Barrington & Son, for three months, as follows (no other tender having been 
received): Indian meal, for out-door relief, 9/. 19s. . 6 d. per ton; barley meal, 

10 /. per ton; to he paid in cash every week, or to receive one shilling per ton 
187 . c 3 weekly 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




22 CONTRACTS CONTAINING PENAL CLAUSES ENTERED 



No. 10,826/50. 



No. 10,504/50. 



No. 10,430/50. 



weekly till paid ; and all sums paid during the term of this contract to be placed 
to the liquidation of the debt then due to that firm, about 5,000/., before any of 
it could be credited to the supplies received by the contract of the 11th August. 

Contract with the same firm, entered into on the 24th October 1848, for in-door 
supplies: Indian meal, 10/. 19 5- per ton ; barley meal, 10/. 19s.; oatmeal, 
13/. 19s.; and if not paid for within two months, 10 s. per ton additional: the 
penalty was incurred. 

Contract with the same firm, entered into on 14th November 1848, for three 
months, for out-door relief purposes : Indian meal, 10/. 14 s. per ton, and barley 
meal for in-door, 10/. 14s., and oatmeal, 13 Z. 14 s. per ton ; if not paid for within 
two months, Indian meal to be 11/. 5 s., barley meal 11 Z. 5 s., and oatmeal, 
14 1. 5 s.: the penalty was incurred. 

I have, &c. 

To W. Stanley, Esq. M. Kean, 

Secretary Poor Law Commission. Clerk Union. 



GORT UNION. 

Sir, 22 February 1850. 

In answer to circular, No. 7,768/50, I have to inform you, that on the 6th day 
of October 1848, the Vice-guardians entered into a contract with Messrs. Banna- 
tyne, of Ennis, for supplying meal for this Union, in which contract there is a 
clause, containing a penalty of one shilling per ton per week upon the number of 
tons remaining unpaid. 

The Vice-guardians, also, on the 5th January 1849, entered into a contract with 
Messrs. Rush & Palmer, of Galway, for supplying meal, in which contract there is 
a clause containing a penalty of. 10 s. per ton for any quantity remaining unpaid 
for six months, and an additional 10 s. per ton for any quantity remaining unpaid 
after the expiration of six months : there are large sums due to both these firms. 

I am, &c. 

To William Stanley, Esq. James Stator, 

Secretary, &c. &c. &c. Clerk. 



KILMALLOCK UNION. 

Sh", 19 February 1850. 

In compliance with the Poor Law Commissioners’ circular letter of the 16th 
instant, No. 7,768, I forward you, annexed, a Return of all Contracts containing 
Penal Clauses entered into by the Board of Guardians of this Union. 

I have, &c. 

To William Stanley, Esq. Martin Feore, 

Custom-house, Dublin. Clerk of the Union, 



Board Meeting. 

3 May 1849. 

Ihe Board have accepted Messrs. J. N. Russell & Sons’ tender for best Indian 
corn meal for three months, for in-door relief, at 9 /. 1 9 s. 6 d. per ton, and for 
out-door, at 10 /. 5 s., which included cost of delivery and distribution. 

The contractors required, by the conditions of their tender, that payments 
would be made to them in three months after delivery, or, in default thereof, the 
price to be further advanced one shilling per ton for each and every additional 
week, that payment should be withheld. 



KILRUSH UNION. 

Office, Workhouse, Kilrush, 

. k ,r ’ 20 February 1850. 

In accordance with your letter of the 16th instant (received yesterday), I have 
the honour to subjoin a “ Return of all Contracts containing Penal Clauses” 
entered into by the Guardians of this Union. 

The 
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The penalty in the case of Mr. Blair’s contract was forgiven, in consideration 
of Ilia being paid the amount of his account as appeared on the Minutes of the 
8 th September 1849. 

The penal elause in Messrs. Russell’s contract is still in force. 

I have, &c. 

William Stanley, Esq., Secretary, E. J. Kennedy, 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. Clerk of Union. 



Messrs. J. N. Russell's tender to supply Indian meal, &c., was accepted, subject April 14 / 49 . 
fco a penalty of 2 s. per ton for every week — 70 J tons supplied. 

William Blair’s tender to supply Indian meal was accepted, subject to a penalty November 4 / 48 . 
of 1 s. per ton. Amount of penalty, 209 : forgiven. 



LIMERICK UNION. No. 10,438/50. 

Sir, 20 February 1850. 

In reply to your circular of the 16th instant, I beg to acquaint you, that the 
Guardians of this Union entered into two contracts with penal clauses ; one with 
Mr. Usborne, for supply of out-door Indian meal from 1st May to 1st August 
1849 ; one month’s supply to he paid for within the next month ; if not, an advance 
of 1 s. per ton for each and every additional month that payment may be withheld : 
the other contract with Usborne, for supply of out and in-door Indian meal for 
three months, from 29th September last, subject to the same advance as above. 

I beg to remark that, since, the Guardians have resolved to accept no tenders 
having a penal clause, and have done so. 

I have, &c. 

To the Secretary, M. Connor, 

Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Clerk Union. 



LISTOWEL UNION. 

Return showing the Contracts entered into by the Guardians of this Union, containing 
Penal Clauses. 



No. 10,829/50. 



Date 

of 

Contract. 


Parties contracting. 


Description 
and Price of Articles 
contracted for. 


Penal Clauses agreed to. 


10 April 1849 | 


Messrs. Russell & 
Griffith, Vice- 
guardians with 1 
Messrs. Shaw & 
Duffields, of Li- 
merick - 


- For three months — 

Per Ton. j 

Best unground") s " ^ * 

Indian corn -J 9 5 ~ 
Rye corn - 89- 

YelJow Indian! 
corn meal .f 9 11 ~ 
Rye meal - - 8 16 - 
Wheat meal - 12 8 — 
Oatmeal - - 12 7 6 
Patna rice - 17 - _ 
Carolina rice - ig - - 


- - Payment to be made within 
three months after each weekly 
supplyshouldbereceived. The 
following clause was contained 
in the tender, and agreed to : 

“ On conditions that the 
quantity supplied each week 
be paid for in accordance with 
the terms of advertisement; 
but if payment be longer de- 
ferred, the price to be further 
advanced one shilling per 
ton in addition to the above 
rates for each and every addi- 
tional week that payment is 
delayed; and that all sums 
paid to us must first go to the 
liquidation of our former debt; 
and that no sums paid us 
can go to the credit of this 
contract, until the debt due 
to us for former deliveries be 
first liquidated." 



I have searched the books, and can find "no record of any other contract than 
the one here returned, containing a penal clause. 

Richard Philips, 

Clerk of Union. 



187. 



LOUGHREA 
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LOUGHREA UNION. 

„. Board Room, 20 February 1850. 

I hTve the honour to acknowledge letter, No. 7,768, date 16 February, requiring 
“ A Return of all Contracts containing Penal Clanses entered into by the Guar- 
dians or Vice-guardians of any Union in Ireland.” . . . 

In renlr I have to state, for the information of the Commissioners for adminis- 
tering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland, that two contracts containing 
penal clauses were entered into by the Vice-guardians ; via., one with Messrs. 
Rush A Palmer, of Galway, on the 18th April 1849, for Indian meal, to be paid 
for 'on expiration of period (three months), or Is. per ton per week to be 1 added 
in default; the second with Messrs. Bannatyne & Son, Ennis, on the 25th July 
1849, for Indian meal, containing a similar penalty. 

I liave. 8cc. 



To the Secretary to the 
Poor Law Commissioners. 



William M. Hayes , 

Clerk of the Union. 



NENAGH UNION. 



A Return of all Contracts containing Penal Clauses entered into by 
the Guardians. 





Date of 


the 


the 


Contractor. 


Contract. 


W.C. Bennett, Esq. 


26 May 1849 


•• 


26 Aug. 1849 


- 


10 Jan. 1850 



Nature of 
the 

Contract. 


Duration of 
the 

Contract. 


Indian meal 


- 


3 months - 


Indian meal 


- 


1 month - 


Indian meal 






Rye meal 


- 




Oatmeal - 


- 




Whole meal 


- 




Barley meal 


- 




Peas meal 


- 


3 months - 


Indian corn 


- 




Wheat - 


- 




Rye 


- 




Grain 


- 




Peas 


-J 





Nature of the Penalty. 



--Is. per ton per week 
for non-payment. 
--Is. per ton per week, 
after one month’s credit. 



--3s. per ton penalty 
.for non-payment after 
[that period. 



NEWCASTLE UNION. 

g} r> Office, Workhouse, 21 February 1850. 

In reply to the Poor Law Commissioners’ circular, No. 7,768, 16th of February, 
I have the honour to submit the following copy of a contract between the late 
Vice-guardians and the Messrs. Russell, of Limerick, entered into on the 16th of 
May 1849, for three months, and which is the only one with a penal clause that 
has been accepted for this Union. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ We hereby offer and agree to supply the entire Union with Indian meal, of 
prime quality, for six months from this date, to be carted, at our expense, to the 
several depots and workhouses as required ; viz., at Ten pounds eight shillings 
(10/. 8.?.) per ton. 



Also, with 


£. 


s. d. 


Oatmeal - 


- at 14 


8 - per ton. 


Rye meal - 


- „ 9 


8 - 


Barley meal - 


- „ 10 


8 - 


First flour - 


- „ 17 


- - „ 


Second flour 


- „ 15 


- - „ 



Provided 
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Provided that each week's delivery shall he paid for before the expiration of 
the next week following , bat if default be made in such payments the above 
price to be further advanced 1 s. per ton for each and every adStionS week that 
payment shall be so withheld ; it being, however, distinctly understood that no 
sums to be received by us are to be placed to the credit of deliveries under this 
tender until the debt due to us under former contracts be first liquidated That 
any thing hermn continued is not to debar us from, at any time, seeking the recovery 
of any sum that may be due. Ihat it shall be optional with us to cease to suunN 
you, should we consider the amount of credit required too large, giving seven iK 
notice; and that we are to be paid prior to an\ subsequent® Sr 7 X 
person for supply of bread-stuffs. 

'' We will enter into security, if required, and comply with any iudi. r .n_bl. 
forms m accordance with this tender, should it he accepted. t 

“ We are, kc. 

“ J ■ N. Russell & Sons.” 

Under this contract suppjiw for in and out-door relief were delivered to the 
9 d. and which remains yet unpaid. 

I have, &c. 



Union to the amount, of 9,036 l. 3 s 



To William Stanley, Esq. 
Secretary, kc. &c. &c. 



James Moore , 

Clerk of the Union. 



NEW ROSS UNION. 

Out-door Relief Contract entered into by the Vice-guardians on the 
7th June 1848. 



No. 12,297/50. 



“ From the 15th May to the 15th June the price of Indian meal to be 8 s . 9 d 
per cwt. ; from the 15th June to the loth July, 11 s. per cwt. ; from the 15th 
July to the 15th August, 11s. per cwt. ; the money to be paid within two months, 
and it not so paid, 1 s. per cwt. additional to he paid for every additional month’s 
credit received.” 



RATHKEALE UNION. 

q- , No. 10,307/50. 

T 11 ’ , , , , 19 February 1850. 

In reply to your letter of the 16th instant, No. 7,768, M./50, requesting a 
return of all contracts containing penal clauses entered into by the Guardians of 
this Union, I beg to state, that the only contract made by the Guardians of Rath- 
keale Union under a penal clause was one made by them with Messrs. John Norris 
Kussell & Sons, on the 28th of December 1849, with the following clause: 

“ That we agree to accept the tender of John Norris Russell & Sons for 
supplying white bread at 4 f d. per 4 lb. loaf, oatmeal at 10/. 2 s. 6d. per ’ton, 
rye meal, 7 /.10 s. per ton, barley meal at 71. 15 s. per ton, and Indian meal, 
coarse or fine, such as may be required, at 7 /. 9 s. per ton, to the workhouse and 
its several auxiliary workhouses for the period of three months from this date • and 
also for supplying Indian meal to the several depots in the Union for out-door 
relief purposes for three months from the above date, to be delivered by the con- 
tractors free of carriage, and to be responsible for the article until delivered at the 
depots, at 7 /. 9 s. per ton; the. Messrs. Russell to be paid cash fortnightly for such 
quantities as they may deliver; in default of which, they reserve the power of ceasin^ 
to supply.” 6 

I have, &c. 

Michael FitsGibbon, 

lo William Stanley, Esq., Secretary, Clerk of Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office. 



D THURLES 
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No. 10,451/50. THURLES UNION. 

Return of Contracts containing Penal Clauses, furnished in pursuance of an Order 
of The House of Commons, as notified in Commissioners’ Letter of 16th of February 
1850, No. 7,768/50. 



Date 

of Contract. 


Name of Contractor. 


Articles of Contract. 


Nature of Penal Clause. 


1848, June 12 


J. N. Russell & Sons, 
Limerick. 


- - Workhouse bread- 
stuffs and Indian meal 
for use of out-door 
paupers in Union, for 
two months. 


- - If not paid at the end 
of contract, price to be in- 
creased at the rate of 2s. 6 d. 
per ton for each and every 
additional month that pay- 
ment may be delayed. 


„ July 15 


- ditto - 


ditto - one month - 


- ditto. 


„ Aug. 14 


- ditto - 


ditto - - ditto 


- - If not paid weekly, price 
to be increased at the rate 
of 1 s. per ton for each and 
eveiy additional week that 
payment may be delayed. 


„ Sept. 11 


- ditto - - - 


ditto - - ditto 


- ditto. 



Note. — Amount of penalties paid on above contracts, £.424. 18. 1. 



James Fogarty, 

Office, 20 February 1850. Clerk of the Union. 



No. 10,648/50. 



TIPPERARY UNION. 

Return of all Contra.cts containing Penal Clauses entered into by the 
Vice-guardians of this Union. 



Date 

of 

Contract. 


Period 

Contract. 


Article 

for. 


Name of Contractor. 


Price per Ton. 


Terms of Contract. 










£. a. d. 




•22 Aug. 1848 


1 month 


Whole meal 


Messrs. J. N. Russell 
& Sons. 


15 - - 


- - Payments to be made weekly ; if 
not, the price to be increased 1 *. per 
ton per week for each week that pay- 
ments is f so withheld. 
f- - Penalty 1 a. per ton per week if 
payment be not made after three 


27 Mar. 1849 


1 month 


Whole meal 
Oatmeal 


^Messrs. J. N. Russell 
j & Sons 


\ 12 1 " 
L 12 2 - 


1 months, and that no monies received 
j will be placed to credit of deliveries 
until the debt due to us under former 
^contract be first liquidated. 


1 May 1849 


2 months - 


Indian meal 


Messrs. J. N. Russell 
& Sons. 


10 5 - 


Same penalty. 


2 July 1849 


1 month 


Indian meal 


Messrs. J. N. Russell 
& Sons. 


10 2 6 


Same penalty. 


12 Aug. 1849 


2 months - 


Indian meal | 


Messrs. J. N. Russell 
& Sons. 


8 10 - 


Same penalty. 


9 Oct. 1849 


6 months - 


Indian meal 


Messrs. J. N. Russell 
& Sons. 


8 5 - 


- - Penalty as before, if payment be 
withheld after two months. 



* This 



entered into by the late Board of Guardian!. 



21 February 1850. 



William BfJReardon, 

Clerk of Union. 



TllALEE 
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TRALEE UNION. 

Retorn of all Contracts containing Penal Clauses entered into by the Guardians- 
dat J eT2d^nnIJv R l D R40 LL t ^ f Umerick ’ su PPVng Indian meal, flour, &c„ 

Si 42T *' PCT " ^ ^ t0 bG Paid 33 long “ «“ “'“'act 

Richard Leahy, Tralee, for similar supplies, dated 3d July 1849. Payments to 
be made two months at expiration of contract, or, in default thereof, to be paid 1 , 
per ton per week as long as the contract shall remain unpaid. V 

Tralee, 27 February 1 850. J ' ° Qerk tf Union. 



TUAM UNION. 

Gentlemen, 2 March 1850. 

1 have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your communication, No. 7 768 
dated 16th February, requesting to be informed of all contracts containing penal 
clauses that have been entered into by the Guardians or Vice-guardians of this 
Umon. In reply, I have to inform you, that only one contract of the kind adverted 
t? ^ as ?P tered iato b y the Vice-guardians, on the 9th May 1849, with Messrs. 
Kush & Palmer, Galway, for Indian meal. The penal clause was to the following 
effect : “ That in the event of any failure in the payments being made fortnightly, 

the contract was to be determined, and 1 s. per ton to be paid on the quantity of 
Indian meal remaining due.” The contract expired on the 10th August 1849 
without the penal clause being enforced. 

I have, &c. 

John S. Figgis , 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Clerk of Union. 

Dublin, 



No. ii,86g/ 5 o. 



No. 12,203/50, 
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